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A special event is being held :כותרת
Wednesday evening at Israel''s first
Newscaster: A special event is being held Wednesday
to kick off the ,'' דגניה א,evening at Israel''s first Kibbutz
centenary celebrations of the Kibbutz Movement. President
Shimon Peres and representatives from Kibbutzim around
the country are taking part. President Peres opened the
celebrations, saying that Israel wouldn''t be what it is today
without the Kibbutz Movement. The contribution of balance
and boldness of the movement provided our security status
and social stability, he added. 5 Kibbutz members who had
reached their 100th birthdays are being honored. The
Director General of the Kibbutz Movement Zeev Shor said
that some 126,000 people currently live on 273 Kibbutzim
around the country. Amikam Osem is a veteran member of
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Kibbutz Afikim in the Jordan Valley, he spoke to reported
.Naomi Segal
Amikam Osem: I''m a member of Kibbutz Afikim for the
,last 55 years. I was working as a teacher for several years
and then the main issue of my life was education. I
worked with Jews in the United States, in "Young Judea", I
opened an Ulpan for Hebrew in Russia, I was the head of
,the Educational Department of the Boy Scouts in Israel
and now I''m working in the Youth Movement as an
information person and planning of the Kibbutz Movement
.activities
Naomi Segal: What sort of changes have you seen in the
?movement
Amikam Osem: I''ll tell you something shortly, there were 3
main principals in the Kibbutz, like after the French
Revolution. It was cooperation, equality and freedom. During
the years, freedom became more and more desirable, and
since these are 3 points that cannot grow together, so if
one of them is growing, the others must be a little bit
less and less, until the right point. And now I think that
,we are in the right point. More freedom for the individual
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but not less cooperation in many many things, and this is
,not the same kind of equality like it was in those days
even though the equality of those days was not really
quality, but it was at least declared as equality, everyone
according to his ability, everyone gets according to his
.needs, and we tried to do it, but it was very difficult
?Naomi Segal: How did you yourself get to the Kibbutz
Amikam Osem: I was a member of the Boy Scouts
Movement, I went to the Nahal with my group, I met my
wife in the desert near Sde Boker, and she was born in
Afikim, so the question was whether we are going to be
in Sde Boker or in Afikim. Since I wanted to be a
,teacher, and in the Jordan Valley there was a high school
so I went to the university, after finishing the university I
.came with my wife to Afikim
Naomi Segal: Do you have any special memories from that
?period when you first came into the Nahal
Amikam Osem: In the Nahal, yes, first of all I was
serving in the south, Sde Boker was the place where my
group intended to be, and I think that the main influence
on my life in terms of Kibbutz was in Sde Boker, because
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I was working together with the first Prime Minister of
Israel, with the sheep, with Ben Gurion. We were working
together, he was doing one thing, and I was doing some
other thing, but we were discussing many problems when I
.was young, and I remember it very well
?Naomi Segal: Such as
Amikam Osem: Is there a need to unite all the youth
movements in Israel to one movement, something that Ben
Gurion wanted very much, and I was against it, and I''m
also against it now. I think that united is not something so
good, cooperation is much better. And we were arguing
about it. And also about Hebrew language, he was teaching
me different things of his principals in talking Hebrew, and
at that time I was a student, so I learned something
interesting. And he wasn''t so sure about Kibbutz itself, he
,thought that cooperation is the main thing and not equality
.now, I think, he was right
Naomi Segal: Looking forward in your family and future
?generations, do you have children
.Amikam Osem: I have 3 children, 3 boys
Naomi Segal: And where have they dispersed or not
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?dispersed
Amikam Osem: The biggest one is in Afikim for the last
years, he''s running a dog kennel in Afikim, something 25
.very special that he initiated it, and he''s now running it
The third boy just returned to Afikim 3 years ago after
being in London, working in "Agrexco" and outside of the
Kibbutz for a while, and he decided to come back to the
Kibbutz and become a member, not as a guest or a
citizen, but a member. And my third son is working in
.Volcanic Institute as a researcher of the forest
Newscaster: Amikam Osem of Kibbutz Afikim on the
.centenary of the Kibbutz Movement
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